Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 7 October 2015 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Styles, Turner, Hanmer (arrived 7.35pm), Best (arrived 7.45pm), District Cllr Williams and Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer)
Apologies for absence: Cllr Campbell, County Cllr Fatemian
	15/103
	Declarations of Interest: there were none.  Councillors Hanmer and Best, arriving after 7.30pm, were asked by the Chairman to declare any interests.  They had no interests to declare.

	15/104
	Minutes of the last meeting:  Cllr Eden proposed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2 September 2015 be RESOLVED as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Turner and passed unanimously.

	15/105

	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda:  there were no matters arising.

	15/106
	Parish Clerk's Report:  The dog bin for Bloodybones Lane will be installed soon.


	15/107
	Correspondence:  The Parish Clerk had forwarded all correspondence to Councillors during the month.  There were no matters outstanding.  A copy of Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan 2011 – 2031 (adopted on 20 July 2015) was tabled.  It will be left in the village hall for residents to view.


	15/108

	Public Participation:  none.

	15/109
	County Councillor’s Report:  County Cllr Fatemian had not submitted a report.


	15/110

	District Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Williams reported on the following matters:
· Customer Satisfaction Survey Results 2015 - of interest to parishioners and residents of the district will be that overall satisfaction with Cherwell District Council and perception of how the Council represents value for money was rated at 79% and 55% respectively amongst survey respondents, both of which represent the highest levels of satisfaction since the survey began in 2006.
· Hook Norton – Neighbourhood Plan - the Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan will be presented to the full Council of Cherwell District Council for approval on 19 October 2015.  Of particular interest is the fact that the referendum on 3 September 2015 resulted in 97% of those who voted being in favour of the Plan, which is well above the required 50%.
· Roadside Drains and Gullies – OCC has confirmed that the drains and gullies north of the bridge will be cleared within the next month.



	15/111
	Parish Matters:

	15/111/1


	First Aid Courses:  A third course with St John Ambulance is due to take place on 8 October at 7.30pm.


	15/111/2
	Proposed Wooden Play Equipment for West Close:  Cllr Styles reported that the Parish Council has to re-apply for pre-application advice from Cherwell District Council.
 

	15/112
	Planning Matters: (detailed in Annex 1)


	15/112/1
	No planning applications/TCAs were received during September.

	15/112/2
	Cherwell DC had granted six planning applications/TCAs since the last meeting.

	15/113
	Reports from Meetings: there were none.


Chairman’s initials………………..





Date………………………………
	15/114
	Finance:

	15/114/1
15/144/2

	The Parish Clerk had presented the schedule of receipts and payments to Councillors before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £2,217.72, (detailed in Annex 2).  Cllr Eden moved acceptance of the payments detailed.  This was seconded by Cllr Hanmer and approved unanimously.
Cllr Hobbs presented a form for grant funding under S137 for the Royal British Legion.  Cllr Eden proposed that a grant of £50 be awarded.  This was seconded by Cllr Styles and approved unanimously.



	15/115
	Budget 2017 – 2017:  Cllr Hobbs had circulated a proposed budget for 2016-2017 before the meeting.  Following a short discussion it was agreed that the precept should be increased by £250 to £7,750 to cover some of the shortfall.  Cllr Hobbs moved acceptance of the revised budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Eden and approved unanimously.


	AOB
	· The next Parish Liaison Meeting will take place at Bodicote House on 11 November.

· Verbal report received from St Michael’s Church that ‘Messy Church’ is being well attended.

· A Remembrance Service will take place on 8 November.
· Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.
· The Parish Council website can be accessed on www.thebarfordvillages.co.uk
· There will be no Parish Council meeting in December as the Village Hall is being used for the Pantomime and there is no suitable alternative venue for the PC to use.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.12pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


