56tBarford St John & St Michael Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, 4 November 2015 at 7.30pm in Barford Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs Hobbs, Eden, Styles, Turner, Best, Campbell, Hanmer (arrived 7.54pm) District Cllr Williams, Mrs Watts (Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer) and one member of the public
Apologies for absence: none
	15/116
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr Eden declared an interest in allotment rents.  Councillor Hanmer, arriving after 7.30pm, was asked by the Chairman to declare any interests: he declared that he an interest in allotment rents.

	15/117
	Minutes of the last meeting:  Cllr Turner proposed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 October 2015 be RESOLVED as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Eden and passed unanimously.

	15/118

	Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda:  there were no matters arising.

	15/119
	Parish Clerk's Report:  The dog bin for Bloodybones Lane will be installed soon.


	15/120
	Correspondence:  The Parish Clerk had forwarded all correspondence to Councillors during the month.  There were no matters outstanding
A resident has complained about the state of Lower Street – i.e. potholes and sunken drains.  The Parish Clerk has forwarded the correspondence to Oxfordshire County Council’s Highways Department and is waiting for their reply.

Les Hall had acknowledged receipt of the Parish Council’s S137 grant of £800 to the village hall.


	15/121

	Public Participation: The Chairman suspended the meeting at 7.40pm to allow a member of the Village Hall Management Committee to submit a report to the Trustees.  This item is minuted elsewhere.  The Parish Council meeting re-commenced at 7.50pm.


	15/122
	County Councillor’s Report:  County Cllr Fatemian had not submitted a report.


	15/123

	District Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Williams reported on the following matters:
· Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan was adopted unanimously by CDC on 9 October at the full council meeting. The plan becomes the first Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted in Cherwell.
· ‘FREE after THREE’ - there will be free parking after 3.00pm at CDC owned car parks in Banbury from 28 November - 12 January to promote trade and encourage more footfall in the High St during the Christmas trading period.

· Roadside Drains and Gullies - Mr Kelman of OCC has advised that the gulley north of the bridge will be cleared on 10 November and the drains cleared and jetted soon after that to allow excess water to flow freely back into the river.
· A Cherwell Parish Liaison Meeting will take place on 11 November at Bodicote House.  Cllr Hobbs is going to attend.


	15/124
	Parish Matters:

	15/124/1
	Proposed Wooden Play Equipment for West Close:  Cllr Styles reported that she has collated the information required for re-applying for pre-application advice from Cherwell District Council and that the documentation will be sent to them this week for consideration.

 

	15/125
	Planning Matters: (detailed in Annex 1)


	15/125/1
	No planning applications/TCAs were received during October

	15/125/2
	Since the last meeting Cherwell DC refused 15/01354/F, land to rear of Applea Banks, Lower St; change of use of land to garden.



Chairman’s initials………………..





Date………………………………
	15/126
	Reports from Meetings: there were none.

	15/127
	Finance:

	15/127/1
15/127/2

	The Parish Clerk had presented the schedule of receipts and payments to Councillors for November and December before the meeting and sought approval to pay the cheques itemised on the schedule totalling £1,299.55 (detailed in Annex 2).  Cllr Eden moved acceptance of the payments detailed.  This was seconded by Cllr Best and approved unanimously.
Allotment Rents 2016:  Allotment rents are considered annually.  Following a short discussion Cllr Turner proposed that allotment rents for 2016 be increased by £2.00.  This was seconded by Cllr Styles and agreed unanimously.  Cllr Eden will advise Jeff Elliott, who will send out invoices in the next few weeks.


	15/128
	S137 Grants 2016 – 2017 Following a discussion it was unanimously agreed that an advertisement inviting applications for S137 grants for 2016-2017 will be put in the December, January and February Barford News, with a closing date for applications being 15 February 2016.  Applications will be discussed at the March 2016 meeting, with a decision being made on grants at the April 2016 meeting.  The Parish Clerk will take this matter forward.


	15/129
	Internal Auditor 2015 – 2016: Mr Jeremy Eastwood carried out last year’s internal audit of accounts.  The Chairman proposed that Mr Eastwood be appointed again as internal auditor to inspect the Parish Council accounts for 2015 - 2016.  This was seconded by Cllr Styles and agreed unanimously.


	AOB
	· A Parish Liaison Meeting will take place at Bodicote House on 11 November.

· A Remembrance Service will take place in St Michael’s Church on 8 November at 9.00am.
· A car recently went off the road and into the hedge on the Bloodybones Lane corner.

· The internet in Barford St John is currently very slow.

· A hedge belonging to the owner of Woodworms Hilton is now blocking the view of the bridge.  The Parish Clerk will write to the owner and ask for it to be cut back.

· A hedge belonging to the owner of Thimblefields in Lower Street is overhanging the verge and the road.  The Parish Clerk will write to the owner and ask for it to be cut back.
· Fix My Street – residents can report defects in the highway to Oxfordshire County Council on http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  Once verified, OCC’s contractor pledges to fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency and 4 hours for a severe category.
· The Parish Council website can be accessed on www.thebarfordvillages.co.uk
· There will be no Parish Council meeting in December as the Village Hall is being used for the Pantomime and there is no suitable alternative venue for the PC to use.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 January 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.27pm.
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


